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Miller Creek Home and School Club Agenda 

February 2 , 2018 

8:15-9:30 M-3 

I. Call to Order      Jenn Benson    

II. Introductions                                       All                     

III.Good Practices                                  Jenn Benson 

Stay on time, mindful of others, no side talks.  

IV.Principal Report                                Kristy Treewater 

Vaping - How many of you had a conversation?  Most did.  Kristy showed slide for 7th 
graders healthy kids survey.  2% said they tried vaping or other devices which equates to 4 
kids.  Very low comparatively. Another incident occurred but can’t disclose details due to 
confidentiality.  There are many misconceptions about safety with vaping.  Vaporizers 
themselves are not illegal.  Those with nicotine are illegal. The perception is it’s healthier 
somehow.  It’s filled with aerosol so not healthy. Let’s get ahead of the conversation.  
Where do kids hear about it?  Social media is the number one source.   Marketing is 
targeting this age group.  Many celebrities have photos too. Youtube has videos too.   
Where do they get it?  They go to Safeway and exchange cash for visa gift card and get it 
on ebay.  We have to help them understand the safety risks now.  In 6th grade, we have the 
conversations on how to keep your kids safe.  Are we taking away their innocence if we 
talk about it too early?  The answer is no.  They need to hear it from trusted parents.  The 
way in which we engage may shift based on age.  We will have a few parent events to help 
guide parents on how to talk to kids about these tough topics.  Overall, this is a very 
healthy community.  The impression with vaping is it’s healthier to vape. Kids don’t know 
if it has nicotine in it or not.  It’s our job to try to get ahead of it.  Every school Kristy has 
worked in, there have been incidents of alcohol, marijuana, smoking etc.  Here, it’s so out 
of the norm, that the reaction tends to be more extreme because we don’t have a problem.  
Overall, we’re doing a great job of having these talks.  When you have a learning 
opportunity like this, take it. If you’re not sure how to have the conversation, reach out to 



Kristy or a counselor.  Even as little as “hey have you heard of this?” Just make sure it’s 
authentic.  You don’t necessarily have to disclose your experience.  By middle school, kids 
will have been exposed to the notion of vaping, smoking, alcohol etc. so better to initiate 
the dialogue for a learning opportunity from a trusted adult.   

We had IWEek.  Did a lesson in homeroom on identity.  Discussed the iceberg mentality - 
about what you see on the surface isn’t all that there is.  Have to crack through the ice to 
get to know someone.  Big assembly funded by CanDo, 3-Screens.  Then Friday there was 
Panther Palooza, which was really great.  Spirit assembly on kindness was really nice.  
There was an intentional shift to assemblies that aren’t just physical or sport related.  This 
one was trivia.  We’re into Basketball season. Even if your kid isn’t on the team, it’s fun to 
attend.  Broadcasting club did a great job and honor society runs the scoreboard.  We want 
to be able to live stream the graduation ceremony so we’ve been slowly working on getting 
that perfected.  If you subscribe to Miller Creek YouTube channel, you can livestream it.  
Kids from the Ally Squad presented at Kindness week at the elementary schools.  Showed 
bulletin promo video for pig races.  Great video!       

V. Treasures Report                              Paige Lee 

Very few changes.  We’re spending money on the fundraiser.  Closed the gap on Creek 
Cafe.  Collecting funds for yearbook.  Need to start fundraising soon. 

VI.New Business:                                  Jenn Benson     

A) Motion to approve support for parcel tax - Jenn motioned to support the parcel tax as 
a home and school club board.  Motion was approved and seconded.  Contribution 
from HSC for $5K to support the parcel tax.  We have it in the reserve so we have a 
working budget.  Motion to approve $5K was motioned and approved.  $57K needs 
to be raised by March 31st.  Raising money to pay for the materials to support the 
campaign.  Francie - can students volunteer?  Marnie - yes.  Juliet - phone banks 
actually work.  Who is the target for the callers?  Registered voters in the district who 
vote frequently.  We then only knock on those same doors to save time and hit the 
voters who are actually registered and do vote.  Marnie - you can put up lawn sign on 
March 24th, add your name to the campaign.  Signs can’t go out until 90 days before 
the election.  When is phone banking starting?  Roughly beginning of April.   

B) 8th grade dance committee update /budget approval - Jo M.  Decided on a theme and 
talked about what it will take to make it a highlight of their year.  June 8th is the date 
for the dance.  Next meeting, we’ll update the budget and solicit volunteers. Possible 
new tradition - on the last song of the 8th grade dance, the parents would come and 
dance with the kids. It’s a sweet tradition that Kristy has seen at other schools. 
Parents would wait then come in just at the end for the last song to dance with the 
kids. 

C) Mom’s Night Out update budget approval - Had first meeting.  Going with the 
Unitarian Universalist Church.  If weather permits, we can mingle in the courtyard. 



We had it there a few years ago.  Much nicer space than community center.  Thinking 
of theme of Paris.  Will have a service of some sort.  Not sure what that will look like 
yet.  Event is Friday night, April 27th, 6-9pm.  Started to put together marketing plan 
to get it into the Panther Press and grade level newsletters.  Working to get it in the 
elementary schools to 5th grade moms too.  Worked off the budget from a few years 
ago.  Goal is to net $3500.  Large portion of revenue came from baskets or auction 
items.  All tax deductible donations.  Did nice basket a “Taste of 4th Street”.  Did the 
same thing with the “Boutiques on 4th Street”.  Or spa theme “Pamper yourself on 
4th street”.  Don’t be shy about asking if you’re out and about to solicit donation 
items from vendors.  Most are very open to it.  Season tickets to anything are great 
too. Tickets to attend are $50, includes food and beverage.  Wine, beer and 
champagne.  Will have a wine tasting.  If you have any connections to wineries too, 
happy to have those connections.  Is anyone great at Facebook?  Need a FB admin to 
help with the FB page.  Will create a PayPal account this time to make payments 
easier.  Jenn - we have a PayPal account.  Paige can help with that.  It would be 
hosted on the HSC page.  Try to partner with Lyft to see if people can get a discount 
on ride sharing to encourage that.  If any other ideas, please email Allison or Francie.  
Budget is $6750.  Next meeting is March 6th at Allison’s house.  Encouraged all 
interested to join the committee. 

D) Pig Races update - Video went out for the kids.  Betsy - could we have food trucks at 
the Friday ending the pig races?  Maybe consider it next year.  It’s already a busy 
month and tiring week for the parents, volunteers and staff.  Spring is also packed 
with activities. Envelopes will go out the last Friday in March.  Sign up genius will 
be going out for all types of activities for parents to be on campus.  Finally have good 
posters.  $60 for pig or puppy and $5 raffle tickets.   

E) Teacher Lunches - Renee Adelman thought it was too much to do it every month.  
Thinking maybe 6 or 8 times a year.     

VII. Can Do! Report - FGC made big push through Dec.  Going to see if we need to go 
back out in March.  Goal was $700K.  We’re currently at $550K.  Participation is 60% 
of families.  Online auction events are still occurring. Job opening announcement for 
Robin’s position.  Go on CanDo website to apply.  To sign up for any of the events, call 
the CanDo office.  There are a few spots left for the following upcoming events: Bliss 
shopping event, Book Lovers lunch, and Bootcamp.  Sat., May 19th is the Eichler 
Home tour.  Next week communication will be sent out to the parent community to buy 
tickets and volunteer.  Already have $25K in sponsorships.  Goal is to raise $100k per 
Renee.  How many tickets are available?  Don’t know yet. When you buy a ticket, last 
names starting with the first half of the alphabet will start at one district, i.e Lucas 
Valley.  The end of alphabet will start at Terra Linda to spread out the traffic and 
parking.  12 houses so far.  There will be 2 docents at each home.  Renee A. is planning 
the whole event.    

VIII.Comment regarding Parent Teacher conferences.  6th grade parents really liked the 
format of the conferences but feedback was that it was off putting when teachers said 



not to come.  Kristy - Since school loop, the culture for conferences changed.  
Conferences aren’t “mandatory” and are also flexible to speak to select teachers.  Great 
set up given the number of families that we serve.  Message is that it’s optional so don’t 
feel compelled to go but it’s available to you if you’d like to.  Purpose of conference is 
not for community building.  It supports individual relationships but it’s to 
communicate essential info about student learning.   

              

 

 


