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I. Call to Order - Mary Rosenthal 

II. Introductions - All 

2018-19 Executive Board: Mary Rosenthal, President / Lisa Pryor, Vice President / 
Kristin Erickson, Treasurer / Irina Drazien, Secretary / Denise Bearg, Parliamentarian / 
Kathryn Gilmore, Financial Secretary (absent) 

Grade Level Reps: 8th Grade - Margaret Garvey / 7th Grade - Lingling Tang, Dena 
DeVille / 6th Grade - Susan McCarthy 

Committee Chairs: Andrea Hansen 

Miller Creek Principal, Kristy Treewater and Assistant Principal, Derek Lecy 

CanDo!: Kim Revai, Maggie McPhail 

Kathleen Millican, Mat Fahrner 

III.Good Practices - Mary Rosenthal 

IV.Approval of Minutes (Motion) - Mary Rosenthal 

Denise Bearg motioned to approve, Lisa Pryor seconded approval of October 2018 
meeting minutes. 

V. Principal’s Report -  Kristy Treewater 

Emotionally tough week at MC with the heartbreaking loss of teacher, Debra 
DiBenedetto.  Trying to take care of kids and staff. Our MC evening custodian also 
tragically lost his daughter.  The staff is trying to rally around him while trying to heal 
themselves.  Teachers say it’s good to be here at school.   

On the brighter side, we’ve had a lot of fun things going on at school. Dr. Yamashiro 
mentioned there has to be joy in learning. Fun happenings include: Volleyball, cross 
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country, soccer, basketball (coming soon), successful change for change drive, high 
school on the mind 8th graders, English LA Teachers professional development - focus 
on independent reading and writing, Be an Ally month.  Wish we had the resources to 
train all kids on being an Ally.  Working with Anti-Defamation League (ADL) on this 
initiative.  Starts with knowing each other, building relationships.  That’s the fabric of the 
work of the ADL.  Kristy shared recent daily bulletin of students sharing unknown facts 
about themselves. To get the daily bulletin, subscribe to the MCMS Productions 
YouTube page. Kristy also shared fun photos from Halloween festivities. 

What’s happening in Parent Territory - There have been several Parent Ed 
opportunities: Courageous Conversations, Vaping, Parenting in the Digital Age and 
Mom’s Night Out.  Coming soon are: 

11/9 Family Bingo Night. 

11/15, 16 & - 19 Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 

12/4 Dangers of Vaping 6:00pm. 

VI.Treasurer’s Report - Kristin Erickson 

◦ Creek Cafe Financial Report - .Not changing the net profit of $4300 but the 
actuals for Creek Cafe Lunch, we’re ahead of the estimate.  On flip side, will be 
over in expenses, but hoping to still be around the $4300 profit.  Winter session 
sign ups opened.  Hoping to have as much success with the Winter Session.  
Where do we sign up? Link in Panther Press and on HSC website.  
www.MCCreekCafe.com. Link in the Panther Press is very helpful.  Kristin also 
met with the volunteer to walk her through managing the Excel spreadsheet. 
Winter session starts Dec 3rd. 

◦ HSC Financial Report - As of Oct 31st, birthday book club is all orders only so 
that should net to zero once processed.  Spiritwear a bit under water due to big 
investment then small investment purchasing smaller sizes. Getting trickling of 
online orders.  Misc income mostly Mom’s Night Out expenses, haven’t seen the 
income yet which should offset it. Under budget for teacher expenses.  Some 
expenses for program grant for the STEM class.  Hospitality will continue to be 
over because we received donation from 2017.  Filed taxes and insurance paid. 

◦
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VII. Can Do! Report - Kim Revai 

◦ Family Giving Campaign continues.  We had moved the contest in the 
elementary schools to October.  There was a lot of communication behind that 
and we were going to have a big donation day on Halloween. However, in light of 
the death, we held off.  Also had the yearbook deadline at MC.  If you contributed 
by the deadline, families received a free yearbook. 

◦ As of one week ago, we’re at 42% participation district wide. 48% of financial 
goal. 

◦ Next event coming up is holiday online auction.  Nov 28th - Dec 9th.  Links will be 
sent out to bid. Still collecting items and party ideas.  Form letters are here so 
please pick one up if you have any ideas. 

◦ Continuing with the communication of FCG, thanks for including in the Panther 
Press.  Appreciate anyone participating, donating.  CanDo does provide a lot 
here at MC.   

◦ There is an admin position open in the office.  If anyone knows anyone, please 
let us know.  CanDo office will send something out with job description. Please 
contact Kim with any leads. 

VIII.  New Business - Mary Rosenthal 

◦ Mom’s Night Out Recap: Oct 11th - About 60 moms participated and it was a lot 
of fun.  Did have celebrity intrigue!  Moms wore their real name tag on front with 
celebrity name tag on the back.  This facilitated discussion and interaction. Net 
zero event in terms of funds raised (as intended).  Any improvements for next 
year?  Mary thinks it was a hit and a needed event to help build community in the 
fall. 

◦ Bingo Night is coming up!  It’s an Honor Society sponsored event.  Mitra will be 
selling Spiritwear.  Will need two volunteers to supervise Visa Squared.  
5:30pm-8pm. Cover charge is $5 per person.  Andrea Hansen volunteered for the 
door.  Kathleen Millican also volunteered.  Andrea has a Square so don’t need to 
buy one of them.  Lisa will handle Costco order of pizza and salad. Mary will get 
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change for cash drawers.  Polly Morse coordinating student Honor Society 
volunteers.  Kristy is coordinating how to display bingo numbers. 

◦ Spring Fundraisers are still lacking chairs.  For Jazz and Desert Night, still 
looking for someone to chair.   

◦ Dad’s Night Out - Friday, April 26th.  Mary’s recommending her husband, Brad 
Honsberger and Kim Revai’s husband to chair. One idea proposed is glow ball 
tournament (golf ball glows, played at night).  Discussed whether or not it 
conflicts with / too similar to Scotty’s golf tournament. Most didn’t think so. 

◦ Beach Day is moving from May 24th to May 31st.  Last HSC Appreciation 
Meeting is May 24th. Renaissance Day May 24th. 

IX.   Grade Level Rep Reports 
◦ 8th Grade (Margaret Garvey) - Preliminary meeting for 8th grade dance but didn’t 

have folder.  It’s funded by charging $70 per student. Tried to get reps from every 
school.  No rep from Dixie.  Will try to solicit in the monthly newsletter. 

◦ 7th Grade (Lingling Tang, Dena DeVille) - nothing to report 
◦ 6th Grade (Susan McCarthy) - nothing to report 

Please include in monthly reports: “full HSC meeting minutes are posted on HSC 
website” and links to Panther Store (for Panther Wear and Birthday Book Club) and 
CanDo! link. 

X.   Committee Chair Reports 
◦ Annual HSC Spring Fundraiser - update by Mary. Need volunteer to chair Jazz 

and Dessert night. 
◦ Birthday Book Club (Sarah Butts/Tenley Foran) - no update. 
◦ Garden Club - no update. 
◦ Library/Millie Party (Tanya Gibson Egan, Julia Dvorin) - coming up in Dec. 
◦ Picture Days (Lisa Pryor) - Requests for more than one pose.  Some were blurry.  

7th period kids had messy hair, some kids bothered by having to smile with full 
teeth. Way better than the last three years.  Liked that you could choose your 
background and do touch ups.  Lighting could have been better - seemed a little 
flat. MugsyClicks does good photos. They did really well in VAL.  They were 
great, a little slow but did a great job.  Took 8 pics of each kid.  Maybe we can 
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give feedback to quality control check the lighting and take more pics.  Some 
students did do retakes.   

◦ School Sign (Tezza Hermann/ Lisa Schwarltz) - no update. 
◦ Snack Shack Coordinator (Andrea Hansen) - Second round of restocking.  Kids 

are buying the burritos.  Sour patch kids still selling out.  Going well altogether.  
For basketball, we’ll do pizza. More adults come out for basketball so more food 
options.  Trying to open early so players can eat before the game.  

◦ PantherWear (Mitra Martin) - We will be selling at Bingo Night. 
◦ Volunteer Coordinator (Teresa Kennedy) - no update. 
◦ Web Master (Kristin Erickson) - no update. 

XI. TLHS Principal Meet and Greet - Katy Dunlap, Principal & Lauren Inman, 
Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Instruction 
◦ Katy - Felt nostalgic hearing about 8th grade dance.  Her first beginning into 

administration was working on the middle school dance. She didn’t have that at 
her middle school.  She spent from November on working on the 8th grade 
dance.  Started teaching English at middle school, then assistant principal at 
middle school.  Has been in administration for 15 years.   

◦ Lauren - at TL since 2009 as English teacher and involved in AVID program 
where she grew it to elective section at each grade level.  Instructional Coach to 
other teachers. Ms. Dunlap asked her to become Assistant Principal.  Being 
assistant principal provides a really unique lens into the school. She’s also 
coordinating MSEL program.  TL is in its 6th year of MSEL.  MSEL is not open to 
students outside the district. 

◦ Katy - Some parents may have attended 8th grade parent night.  Registration 
night is in Feb.  During that time, we go over the nuts and bolts of enrolling in 
courses.  The goal of today was to let you ask questions to learn more about TL. 

◦ How is MSEL different from regular TL?  In MSEL, students are in a cohort with 
30 students throughout the four years for some core classes.  You start off 
freshman year in Biology, English, Geograohy, World History and PE together 
plus Seminar class.  Can take elective and math separately (two electives if 
they’d like).  They do have the opportunity to take Honors and AP.   

◦ Which is better, regular TL or MSEL?  It’s about student’s interests.  Some 
students like being in a small environment.  Some don’t want to be with the same 
group all day.  Much of it is preference.  MSEL is a heavy project based program.  
Different styles of learning also impact the decision.  Most students tour both the 
MSEL and regular program to see what they like.  Seminar is opportunity to dig a 
little deeper for topics they’re learning in class.  It’s a time for project work.  As 
they get older, it translates into internships. Looks different at each grade level 
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but generally it’s a class to dig deeper, work collaboratively, check in with seminar 
teacher.  The cohort piece makes it feel like a family on campus.  All about 
encouraging the incoming 9th grader to find their niche. 

◦ Lauren - we have a dynamic group of freshman teachers that meet regularly to 
come up with strategies that they want their freshman to practice to have 
success at the high school level. Talk about the importance of the organization 
skills. They analyze grades, do check ins with students.  Teachers are so willing 
to meet and discuss ways to support students.   

◦ How many students currently enrolled?  1,236 students currently enrolled.  
◦ English program - There used to be an Honors English track for freshman.  Why 

did you stop offering English 9 Honors?  As a former teacher, Lauren was part of 
that discussion a few years ago.  It was a decision that when students were 
entering into an Honors class, they were tracked, whether ready or not, into an 
AP class.  Resulted in getting rid of English 9 and 10 Honors.  Gave students 
more autonomy to decide if they’re ready to take AP.  As a freshman you may not 
know your strengths and what specialized AP English class you may want to 
take.  Provides them with the time and place to decide if the AP Humanities is for 
them or not.  The 9th grade teachers work with the AP teachers to design 
curriculum together.  Recognizing schools do both.  When you apply to colleges,   
your school sends a profile of their offerings so if your school doesn’t offer it, your 
child is not at a disadvantage because the school doesn’t offer it.  Many schools 
don’t have this now but you still have an opportunity Junior or Senior year to take 
AP Humanities.  The same goes for Biology.  Don’t have Honors for that either 
but do have AP.  Since decision was made, AP enrollment and scores have 
increased.  No negative impact to date. 

◦ What’s the difference between Honors and AP?  Can anyone take it?  Overall, 
yes.  If student and parent want access to it, they can.  Math is probably more the 
one that is easier to discern whether the student is ready.  Tougher to gauge with 
Humanities.  You do take AP exam.  They’re not required.  Colleges will give you 
credit if you do well (1-5 scale).  It’s like you’re receiving college credit.  For 
Honors, that’s not the case but it is weighted for 10th grade and above.  Spanish 
Honors is weighed and Geometry is weighted for freshman year.   

◦ For many schools, you’re ranked in what percentage students fall into.  This is 
always an issue if you can’t take two conflicting AP classes.  There are a many 
ways to talk to it in an application.   

◦ Do you have block schedule?  Yes we do have block schedule.  Monday all 
classes meet.  Tues/Thurs A days.  Weds / Fri B days. 

◦ 9th grade teacher team - do they work across curriculum so that teachers are 
doing the same things?  Not as closely cross disciplinary as the middle school.  
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Primarily common practices.  There are some subjects that lend themselves 
better to that, ie. Humanities and Social Studies.  They do dialogue about what 
common strategies they can use across classes, i.e Socratic Seminars, 
organization. 

◦ As far as AP Teachers - what criteria is used to identify those teachers? How are 
they groomed to teach at that level? They regularly attend professional 
development provided by AP college board.  They are selected between the 
departments and administration is involved as well.  Might arrange for AP 
teachers to mentor strong potential AP teachers.  Parent community provides 
phenomenal feedback. Doug Swanson has been working with them a long time 
to deeply analyze the AP data.  Presented it at the Academic Excellence meeting 
last month.  It’s a continual discussion and have seen tremendous growth in AP 
these classes.  Science and Math are very driven by high level math courses. 

◦ What do you love most about TL?  Katy - TL is really a school where kids feel 
comfortable, cared for and connected.  Students are kind to one another and 
teachers are kind to students.  Students are open about coming to Admin with 
their ideas.  i.e. we want to start this club, political activism.  At lunchtime, 
teachers doors are all open.  Has more of a middle school feel.  It really does 
have a unique culture having come from other high schools. Lauren - Agrees.  
Constantly inspired and impressed with their students.  So many students at 
colleges across the US.  They are activists and not afraid to initiate change on 
campus.  They want to be active and involved, have a voice.  Our students have 
gone on to do some awesome things. 

◦ What’s happening with the Bond improvements?  Happening faster than 
expected.  One whole building is gone.  Building a two story student commons 
building in the middle of campus. At the same time, we’re going to move the 
entire library along with the college and career center because we’re starting 
construction on the innovation hub.  This will be a lot of computer science and 
science upgrades, space for Physics, more collaborative type learning spaces.  
At the same time, making way for a whole new competition level gym (4 years 
down the road).  $80 million dollars for TL alone.  Make sure to walk around the 
office to view the architectural plans.  If you haven’t already, sign up for 
newsletters for ongoing updates. 

◦ How long will current construction take? Fall 2020. 
◦ Can you talk about the collaboration with College of Marin (COM)?  Katy very 

passionate about this.  COM offerings available both on TL campus and at the 
COM campus.  Many classes are one day or two days a week.  Can be early 
evening or 2pm.  We work with students on their schedule to allow them to take 
them.  Dual high school and college credit (concept called dual enrollment).  Can 
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also take classes on campus that TL offers - ie. Race and Gender in the Media (a 
Communications class).  Those are on campus 1-2 days after school.  Kids can 
take those classes from freshman year on.  Makes kids feel very confident when 
they take college level classes.  They encourage to maybe try it during the 
summer.  Career Exploration, Nursing, Agricultural and Culinary classes.   

◦ If they take the class in the summer, do they need approval up front? Yes, the 
COM requires it.  Everyone emails Katy about these all summer long.  After they 
start taking a certain number of students, there is a small fee.  Many TL students 
are graduating with college credit.  Gives the kids confidence and is a great 
option.    

◦ To be a good candidate for MSEL, does kid need to be interested in the 
environment and does it start at 6:55am?  Yes, it does still start at 6:55am 
because it’s fitting in all of the classes since there’s a real interest in freshman 
still having the option to take two electives.  Could that change down the road?  
Possibly.  They do still have to take one year.  Can be seen both ways.  There is 
an environmental focus/lens on how things are taught.  They also go into the 
community and work with environmental leaders.  The environment is a real 
theme throughout so students would want to have a passion for environment and 
outdoor learning.  One of the classes is engineering technology and design.  All 
classes are very project based with an environmental lens.  Students learn to use 
a variety of heavy duty tools, build chicken coops, visit Goatlandia etc.  It’s not for 
all students.  In middle school, should the kids already be doing environmentally 
focused activities to get in?  They have an exploration day and staff can observe 
to see how kids interact and learn in a group setting.  Don’t need to have an 
environmental internship or volunteer activity to have an edge on applying.   

◦ MSEL Girl to Boy ratio?  Didn’t have as many boys applying last year so more 
lopsided in the current freshman class.  Equity is also a focus in all programs but 
see more females in MSEL, AVID etc.  Can we get some more boys?  i.e. in 
computer science pathway, trying to get more girls. Always looking to ensure 
equity. 

◦ How is Vaping / drugs epidemic in general being addressed?  If we find students 
bring it to school, students are cited by police and suspended.  We don’t want 
students using drugs and alcohol or vaping.  There has been a decrease in 
incidents of kids bringing things to school.  We don’t hear about it as much as 
other kids talking about it.  Have a great security guy on campus.  For example, if 
kids are in the bathroom for more than 5 minutes, he sees it and addresses it. 

◦ Constantly educating ourselves and our parents about vaping. Try to host parent 
nights on campus about vaping too.  Justice and peer group also educates 
students.  There is counseling for kids who do have issues. 
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◦ Do you have a health class?  Huckleberry comes and helps work in our health 

classes.  10th grade CPR class.    
◦ What type of counseling program is available, both regular counseling as well as 

college counseling services?  Three academic counselors on campus.  Students 
have the same counselor for all years they are at TL. They really get to know the 
student to provide guidance.  They also do a variety of other things to lend 
support to students.  Regarding college counseling, we provide an extensive 
Financial Aid week.  Use smarter balanced testing week for seniors to give 
feedback on essays.  We have an amazing college and career center students 
have access to all year . Admissions officers visit campus. Different career days. 

◦ Do colleges accept both SAT or ACT?  Colleges will accept either the SAT or 
ACT.  See ACT less frequently than SAT.  Recommend students take both to see 
which they are better at. 

◦ Do offer PSAT for free 10th and 11th for all students. 
◦ How to you report what colleges kids are getting in to? We ask each senior if 

they want to report where they’re going to college.  It’s mischievous how some 
schools report that.  What Katy asks is where are kids attending, not where they 
got in.  COM a real option for many students. A lot of kids know they can transfer 
direct into the 8 UC schools.  For more and more kids, graduate school is a 
strong possibility so they’ll save more money by choice by going to community 
college to have enough money for graduate school.  More important question is 
how do kids do in college?  More important to finding out where they do end up 
enrolled and graduating from.  

◦ John Eldridge is vice president at COM and he is fantastic.  They are building 
their program and it’s really great. 

XII. Announcements - Open the Floor. 
◦ None 

XIII.Next Meeting - Friday, December 7th @ 8:15am 

XIV.Topics for Future Meetings - none mentioned. 

XV. Motion to Adjourn - Lisa motioned to adjourn and Denise seconded at 9:30am. 
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