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Miller Creek Home and School Club Minutes 

November 3, 2017 

8:15-9:30 M-3 

I. Call to Order      Jenn Benson 

Jenn called meeting to order.    

II. Introductions                                       All                     

III.Good Practices                                  Jenn Benson 

Reminder - Stay on track and no side talks.   

IV.(New Business)  Mom’s night Out    Alison/Francie 

Met with Derek to go through the history.  Passed out history document and we all read 
through it.  Alison - looked into movie night and bowling night.  Decided movie night 
didn’t have as much sense of community.  Room was small and didn’t seem like a good fit 
for us.  Event is not as social.  Bowling was $10K to rent from 8-midnight. Lanes were 
$129. Feel like the party is the way to go.  Community aspect is the biggest part of it.  
Welcoming the new 5th grade families and socializing with other moms you maybe 
haven’t met before.  If there are 5th grade moms coming in, possibly pair them up with a 
buddy to help facilitate conversation.  Tried to get that going with the services, i.e. the 
henna.  Open to those kinds of ideas. What night of the week?  Typically, Saturday 
sometimes Friday.  Suggestion for Thursday night. Unitarian Church is beautiful off of 
Redwood Highway and removed from all of the other community centers - more of a 
unique ambiance.  High end raffle brings in the money so focus on that. No hard alcohol 
last year, just beer and wine.  Least expensive way to go is for moms to have dinner at 
home and come for savory snacks and dessert. Jenn suggested having a theme around it.  
Jenn will have Bridget send the list to Alison.  Proposed Dates for Kristy to look into - last 
two weeks of January, first weekend of Feb. - Thursday or a Friday 1/25-26 or 2/1 and 2/2.   



Or April 26-27.  Target fundraising goal is to net $3K.  Next step would be if it’s one of the 
earlier dates, need to approve a budget.  Alison will send proposed budget.               

V. Principal Report                                Kristy Treewater    

Update on No Place for Hate - Last week had big launch and extended homeroom.  
Students were carried through a lesson about the pledge and how that relates to them and 
to others.  Party and celebration followed.  Everyone was wearing sunglasses and getting 
involved playing games.  On Weds there was the professional development component of 
it with the Anti Defamation League.  Look at the little comments and how they marginalize 
students.  Ongoing conversation with student training and lessons and their is also parent 
component coming up in December.  Derek - the presenter was super skilled, rich dialogue 
around micro aggression. Ally Squad - some students were trained to become lead allies.  
Always interesting to see the kids’ perspectives.  Important learning and conversations that 
need to go on forever.  Micro aggressions - the small comments or gestures or encounters 
that people have that aren’t nefarious in nature but when heard over and over can have an 
effect. i.e. “You throw really well for a girl.”  Backhanded compliment.  Kids saw a host of 
videos to help identify these types of aggressive comments and how they affect others.  A 
few years ago, the staff was asked to write five things that identify who they are. Then you 
share what they are and why.  Then you cross one of those off.  How does that feel?  What 
are the identities we’re asking kids to leave behind when they come onto campus?  Kids 
were asked to put five things down then star their primary identity.  The presenter had 
categories established and asked them to stand by category.  If race was one of them, 3/4 of 
students stood, was this your primary identity, only the kids of color, non-white kids stood.  
Kids are ego centric at this age so it helped them to see the perspectives from others.  
Windows and mirrors concept. That is the ultimate white privilege, often times we can 
select when we want to identify with certain parts of our identity but students of color 
cannot.  Each Ally Squad was partnered with the teacher to present to their homerooms.  
Kids shared their own single story with another student in class then they were put on a 
giant hand for the whole class and put up throughout school.  In our community it’s 
particularly important to help make it a more inclusive school.  In the future, I could see us 
forming a parent committee to help lead it.  Another idea is holding meetings outside of 
school and at parent homes.  How did the students do with it?  The Ally Training the 
students jumped right in.  In the classrooms, it was maybe not as comfortable.  Derek 
participated in one that extended from 20 to 45 minutes.  Said it was rich conversation, 
engaged students.  Student Council trying to incorporate it as well, i.e. having competitions 
that aren’t just athletic.  One question was share a family tradition.  Concept of sharing a 
personal identity to share with the wider community identity. Jenn, if we can know the 
vocabulary, we can better enforce it.  Kids don’t necessarily identify other kids by ethnicity 
as much as the parent generation did.  “I don’t see people as different colors - red, purple, 
etc.”  That was a micro-aggression.  Kristy asked her daughter what her race was and she 



didn’t know.  Lots of great resources out there.  Great read - Whistling Vivaldi.  Looking at 
it through the lens of someone else.  Paige - it got pointed out to Max that he was Asian.  
For the longest time, he didn’t identify being Asian until someone pointed it out.  Gender 
was another area our kids are more open to than our generation was as kids.  Same is true 
for sexuality.  Hopefully we can help shepherd a generation of more educated, 
compassionate kids.   

Great Shakeout Drill went well.  Basketball tryouts are coming up.  Next week Angst film 
screening.  Conferences coming up this month.  December Imaging a World Without Hate.   
Pilot around block scheduling - getting closer to working that out.  Kristy to share more at 
the next meeting. 

VI.Treasures Report                              Paige Lee 

We’re spending more money - birthday book club still collecting more money.  Creek Cafe 
holding steady. Spiritwear bulk of expense is band tshirts.  Kids pay the $10 for the band 
shirts.  Net Income $1601.  Reimbursed CanDo for the technology fund.  Family social - 
was such a great night.  Shows that people will come out on a Thursday night.  Can we get 
more food trucks?  No.  There is a reserve and we barely hit it.  MES did the food trucks 
too with 4 trucks.  Let’s discuss at Coordinating Council.  Taxes were submitted. 

VII.New Business:                                  Jenn Benson     

A) Pig Races  (Team) choose give away update - Team is in the works. Jenn passed out 
info on new logo.  He’s working on it to make bigger distinction between pigs and 
dogs.  Maybe puppy paws or whiskers on puppies, collar.  Everyone should have the 
chance to get a pig or puppy. Kids can choose either.  If raise $100, get custom Vans.   
Still keeping $250 = hummer ride.  Participation awards - talked about bags but we 
have so many.  Proposed highlighters.  Jenn wanted feedback.  Group narrowed it 
down to confetti highlighter and 5 pronged star highlighter.   

B) Grade reps- Monthly news letters / need reps for 6th grade from Val & Dixie 

C) Jo - can we combined Nov and Dec newsletter?  Kristy thinks we should do both.  
Monthly lunches going well. 

D) December Meeting???  Jenn doesn’t think we need a December meeting. 

VIII. Can Do! Report   

Three major things going on:  1.  Had to change Run as One to December 3rd due to bad 
air quality.  Will have to redo the sign up genius to get all volunteers.  Going to wipe it and 
resend a new one.  Girls on the Run may conflict.  Nothing we can do about it as there’s a 
guy setting it all up with timing.  It will be rain or shine.  2.  Online Auction opened this 



week.  Online bidding stops November 12th. Doesn’t mean you can’t sign up for the events 
after.  3.  FGC - pushing for Dec 31st.  Does free yearbook get submitted automatically?  
Yes.  Had another donation day on 10/31 at elementary schools.  Roughly $391K to date, 
56% of goal.  644 families have contributed.  At MES, 153 families, Dixie 155, VAL - 181, 
at MCMS 255.  Will send hard copy letter to families who have not participated.  Robin 
will send a blurb to grade level reps to send out reminding of December deadline.  Letter 
only going to families who haven’t participated.  Hoping to bring a larger percentage of 
families in.                                            

!


