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I. Call to Order - Mary Rosenthal 

II. Introductions - All 

2018-19 Executive Board: Mary Rosenthal, President / Lisa Pryor, Vice President / 
Kristin Erickson, Treasurer / Irina Drazien, Secretary / Denise Bearg, Parliamentarian / 
Kathryn Gilmore, Financial Secretary (absent) 

Grade Level Reps: 8th Grade - Juliett Starrett (absent), Margaret Garvey (absent), 
Becca Baird (absent) / 7th Grade - Lingling Tang, Dena DeVille / 6th Grade - Kalynn 
Franjieh (absent), Susan McCarthy, Lisa Schwartz (absent) 

Miller Creek Principal, Kristy Treewater and Assistant Principal, Derek Lecy 

CanDo!: Erica Providenza for Kim Revai, President 

Tezza Herrmann, Sara Tiederman 

III.Good Practices - Mary Rosenthal 

Please no side talk. 

IV.Approval of Minutes (Motion) - Mary Rosenthal.  Motion to approve minutes by 
Denise.  Kristin seconded.  Minutes approved. 

V. Principal’s Report -  Kristy Treewater 

Miller Creek update - Science adoption. Derek Lecy provided update on science 
curriculum.  In 2016, California released preferred integrated model.  This is the first 
year we’ve been teaching in that vain.  Because it came out recently, there’s not 
curriculum that matches this model.  What it means is science used to be taught in 
separate disciplines, i.e. earth science unit, physical science unit etc.  For the integrated 
model, it is more like the real world where all disciplines are incorporated together.  MC 
is currently investigating three different curriculums.  The goal would be to pilot the new 
science curriculum this spring with an adoption next fall.   This year we’ve been using 
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for free an open source program called SCALE from Stanford.  They are building it as 
they are releasing it.  The areas where our MC science teachers would like more 
support are in the form of textbooks, labs etc.  We had a list of criteria very specific to 
California, like EPC - Environmental Principles and Concepts. Derek and team went up 
in early Feb and were the first group of teachers to get a crack at the new curriculum.   
Although we’re doing the integrated preferred model now, we’d be starting with the new 
curriculum next fall.   

Kristy - We had a group of student thespians attend the Drama Fest with Ms. Burrough’s 
and they had a good time.  We have a Mathletes club and someone from Exploratorium 
came to hang out with them and share neat math concepts, which was fun.  Miller 
Creek fortunate to have librarian, Mr. Lubic, who is a credentialed teacher.  Librarians 
are not always credentialed teachers.  The depth with which he’s able to work with our 
core team is really an asset to our school.  Soon the magazine Fast Forward will be 
releasing the Miller Creek edition.  We’ve been partnering with them to put out a Miller 
Creek issue.  The publisher has gone into a couple of MC core classes, i.e. writing 
pieces in language arts, garden club, that will be featured in the magazine.  Reminder 
that we’re going to undergo extensive construction this summer on the MC campus.  
Replacing 16 portable classrooms.  Access to school will be somewhat limited.  Lastly, 
wanted to say something about the name change.  Last night there was another school 
board meeting that was equally as emotional as they have been around this subject. 
Kristy remains steadfast in her role as principal to focus on the teaching and supporting 
the kids.  Mary - At the last board meeting, the board indicated they were interested in 
going forward with the name change.  The meeting last night was supposed to be 
focused on process on how we would go about that.  As HSC presidents, Tezza and 
Mary shared with the group that our mission statement is for inclusion.  Idea was to 
create inclusion and propose names that reflect the community.  Meeting didn’t go as 
anticipated.  Got contentious and board did not do anything other than set up another 
meeting.  No vote to change the name last night.  Talked about maybe surveying the 
community.  Mary shared the details of a letter to the board from the joint HSCs where 
they proposed a brainstorming session bringing the community together on this to 
determine name options that are inclusive and reflective of the community.  The overall 
goal is to stay connected and be kind to one another. Sara - wanted to say that it’s 
appreciated doing this brainstorming face to face and not just online. 
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VI.Treasurer’s Report - Kristin Erickson 

◦ Creek Cafe Financial Report - Hasn’t been a ton that has changed.  Kristin 
showed the report.  For the last session of Creek Cafe, there are 32 orders so far 
but people usually wait until the last minute so we anticipate more coming in.  
Estimate for Fall and Winter is at $8K net, so she anticipates we’re going to hit or 
exceed our estimate for the year, which would be great.  Spring Fundraiser - 66 
students signed up so far.  Already raised $1700.  Pig Races will be mentioned in 
the student assembly today.  Mary - Creek Cafe Budget.  Thought it would be 
helpful to do an analysis to the School Board on how we did regarding expenses 
and income at year end.  Maybe we could do a cost analysis on profit on the 
chicken noodle soup?  Kristin - might be tricky to do that because it’s all 
categorized together.  Finding the expenses is tricky.  Sharon would go buy the 
ingredients, i.e. celery, chicken but this was mixed in with other grocery line 
items.  The thought on doing this comes from the assumption that this profit 
margin is probably higher than the other lunch items.  The overall budget at the 
end is the important number. 

◦ HSC Financial Report - Added a line net Honor Society.  So far, net from Bingo 
Night, Trivia Night and the Snack Shack $2211.  It’s interesting because it’s 
grown, thanks to Andrea for helping with Snack Shack!  Monies won’t all go back 
to Honor Society because they don’t have a need for it, so it will go back into the 
general pool.  Kristin felt it was appropriate to include it.  Dad’s Night Out is a non 
fundraiser.  For expenses, we’ve put a down payment down on the graduation, 
$1000. “Like” movie screening was $500 but will recoup some of that from the 
sales.  Teacher supplies line is still low.  Only 17 teachers have participated so 
far.  How does this work?  They put through an expense report and get a stipend 
($150) that they can use for supplies.  Kristy -  as she’s able to cover them with 
more restrictive money from the school, she tries to do that.  Program grants line 
item is for STEM class, $1600. 

VII. Can Do! Report - Erica Providenza for Kim Revai, President 

◦ FGC 842 families participating to date, raised $600,000 which is 85% of goal.  
District wide participation is very low at 63%.  MC is 55%. 6th grade is 66%, 7th 
grade at 50%, 8th grade at 52%. Our goal is to increase participation.  These 
numbers include company matches that we know about.  Apple has started to do 
a two for one match, which is great.  Suggestion was made to send reminders 
about the company match to families?  That should have gone out in the last 
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communication.  Andrea feedback on timing of CanDo ask - Talking with other 
moms, CanDo! sends out their ask at the end of the summer, which is when a lot 
of expenses are going out the door for families, i.e. bus passes, activities starting 
etc.  Suggesting to consider changing the send out time before expenditures go 
out, perhaps at the end school year or beginning of summer?  Would be helpful 
to remind families of payment plan option.  There are two more CanDo! events 
coming up:  

Boot Camp & Breakfast  

Saturday, March 30th 2019 

◦ Miller Creek Field - Class starts 9am!

◦ $25 donation per ticket 

◦ 45 minute high-energy, fun and challenging boot-camp class followed by a light 

breakfast and coffee. Great for any exercise level. 

Vallecito Mother's Hike

Saturday, May 4th 2019      9am-12pm

◦ Hike up to Sleepy Hollow and post hike enjoy light refreshments, mimosas and 

coffee! Please join a new tradition at Vallecito! 

◦ Maximum: 20 attendees

◦ NEW PRICE!!! $30 donation per ticket 


VIII. New Business - Mary Rosenthal 

◦ Spring Fundraisers Pig Races - Lisa - thank you for giving life to all the animals 
today.  All info went out this week.  Sign ups are on the website.  Should be Sign 
Up Genius (SUG) going out today to recruit for volunteers for the next three 
Fridays to distribute pigs and puppies plus for help during three race days the 
final week.  Mary - would ask Grade Level Reps (GLRs) not to sign up on the 
SUG yet.  Please wait to sign up to give parents a chance to sign up for those 
who don’t get a chance to volunteer.  When we get desperate, we’ll ask for you to 
sign up. 

◦ March 21st - staff appreciation lunch (all grades). Renee will handle the SUG.  
Maybe we can touch base closer to the event to get a person to do quality control 
as the GLR typically do. 

◦ Dad’s Night Out: March 30 - So far not many signed up.  Only 7 out of 40.  Need 
to put item out in Panther Press. 
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◦ Beach Day, May 31 - update.   Mary Krause responsible for the student council.  

Coming up with a plan for many kids to participate to reduce the lines.  Talked 
about staggering per grade it but that’s not feasible.  Goal is to create a fun event 
that doesn’t create a lot of lines - minimizes waiting time in line.  We are bringing 
back the zip line, but it’s the most expensive item so can’t add a second one.  
Kids voted on the log jammer as well.  This is all in process.  Suggestion was 
made to consider adding other organized events, like the three legged race etc. 
as a good way to reduce the lines and keep kids busy.  Will explore this with 
Student Council.  Need to get parent power to volunteer and run these extra 
games or it won’t work. 

◦ Mary - wanted an opinion on acknowledging volunteers at the end of the year. 
Currently, two things happen: each school chooses a volunteer of the year and 
the district chooses a volunteer of the year.  Does anyone have an opinion on 
this process?  Mary thought it would be nice to be able to nominate to give credit 
to the unsung heroes.  Denise - I think it’s a good idea to hear it throughout the 
community.  It’s a school board item for volunteer of the year.  At the principal’s 
meeting, we discussed refreshing the process and hoping to recognize many 
volunteers.  Denise - maybe four of five different unique valued qualities. 

◦ At MC at the end of year, also have had breakfast at the old Dixie Schoolhouse 
to recognize volunteers.  At Vallecito, they did a dinner.  How would we like to do 
our own HSC appreciation celebration?  Andrea commented - thought it was fun 
to go to Tezza’s house.  Mary would be happy to host if people thought it was a 
good idea.  Andrea - maybe acknowledge the people during that night at dinner 
with more team building, recognition of people with mani/pedi, massage etc.  
Irina suggested idea of paper plate awards for end of year - provides 
opportunities for multiple people to be recognized for their specific contributions.  
Mary likes the idea of doing a team building event at the beginning of the year 
too. 

IX.   Grade Level Rep Reports 
◦ 8th Grade (Juliet Starrett, Margaret Garvey, Becca Baird) - Susan reporting for 

8th grade - nothing to report.  They are working on graduation separately. 
◦ 7th Grade (Lingling Tang, Dena DeVille) - Still planning Renaissance Day on May 

30th - decorations etc. 
◦ 6th Grade (Kalynn Franjieh, Lisa Schwartz, Susan McCarthy) - Update from 

Suan - want to thank Renee for coordinating the lunch.  We had more than 
enough, and Renee was great supporting it all. 6th grade has Ancient 
Civilizations Day coming up on May 24th. 
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Please include in monthly reports: “full HSC meeting minutes are posted on HSC 
website” and links to Panther Store (for Panther Wear and Birthday Book Club) and 
CanDo! link. 

X.   Committee Chair Reports 
◦ Annual HSC Spring Fundraiser: Pig Races! (Lisa Pryor/Kristin Erickson/Mary) - 

already discussed above. 
◦ Birthday Book Club (Sarah Butts/Tenley Foran) 
◦ Creek Cafe - (Jodi Chaban) - Spring Session: 3/19 - 6/14, ordering open 2/15. 

Met w/ Sharon - will publish brunch menu for parents, working on nutritional info 
for brunch & lunch menu. 

◦ Garden Club (Ann McKay) -  
◦ Library / Millie Party (Tanya Egan Gibson/Julia Dvorin) -   
◦ Picture Days (Lisa Pryor) - 
◦ School Sign (Tezza Herrmann/Lisa Schwartz) - work order was put in to change 

the hinge. 
◦ Snack Shack Coordinator (Andrea Hansen) - Going good. Didn’t open yesterday 

for some reason.  Maybe kids were not available.  One thing to coordinate with 
Mrs. Morse is a little training session for the kids to set up more of a structure/ 
procedures, i.e. This is what you do to run the snack shack.   Sometimes 
students just go get their free candy bar and sit there eating it.  Talked about 
putting in place some written instructions and training.  Mrs. Morse had an idea 
about extending the shack for Tues and Thurs 30 minutes after school? Kristy 
shared the concern that it will affect kids getting home.  It’s really designed for the 
sports.  Can’t be part of lunch because not all items sold in the snack shack meet 
the federal nutritional guidelines.  Mary - had a meeting this week about the 
brunch menu.  Exec Board will review the menu then publish it.  Brunch is only at 
break and open for everyone.  Items we sell meet the federal guidelines for the 
lunch program. Consider sending a reminder to parents about what’s available at 
Creek Cafe for brunch.  Andrea - With the snack shack, recommend it’s open 
when it’s nicer weather, closer to the end of school year if kids are on bikes or 
walking?  Kristy - That goes back to the purpose of the snack shack supporting 
the sports.  Whereas Creek Cafe is more brunch or lunch.  Don’t know that we’re 
ready to get involved in that.  Kristy’s preference is to have kids go straight home 
after school to keep them on their planned route.   

◦ SpiritWear (Mitra Martin) - Have we recouped yet?  No, negative $900 net. They 
are going to target selling to 5th grades.  Only problem with that is the inventory 
has to be XS and S sizes available for 5th graders.  We’re still getting a couple 
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online orders.  Consider should we have a t-shirt or sweatshirt up in the snack 
shack for advertising at events?  Mary thought about a non-sized option, i.e. 
fleece blankets with the logo but then can’t bring blankets to school for spirit 
days.  Idea was to get away from the various sizes but still promote spirit.   The 
nylon backpacks were useful.  If Mitra gives an inventory count and can hone in 
on what to order, we should be able to sell it.  5th grade is a great idea but need 
to be front loaded with smaller sizes. 

◦ Volunteer Coordinator (Teresa Kennedy) - 
◦ Web Master (Kristin Erickson) - 

Closing Remarks by Mary/Tracy - We are all ambassadors for this community.  Keep the 
name change topic over here and keep the community together.  The board meeting 
was emotional last night, and it’s a good reminder that we’re all kind, loving and well 
meaning people so let’s keep the community together.  Tracy - Spread the message of 
good vibes only throughout the community.   

Andrea has idea to share - honor the 8th grade teachers with end of year lunch and 
have 7th graders work it as an opportunity to learn service?  There is nowhere for kids 
to work and learn service.  Even at Bingo Night, kids didn’t know what to do regarding 
clean up.  There’s no training on service.  Thought it would be a really nice way trying to 
have that teacher appreciation.  Have something set up like an appreciation dinner.  Get 
7th graders to sign up to teach them about service.  Do a really nice service dinner to 
honor the 8th grade teachers.  This would also allow the 7th graders to get familiar with 
the 8th grade teachers.  Tonight CYO is doing a large dinner.  They are having 7th 
grade CYO players work it so Andrea will check it out to see how it goes.  Kristy - love 
the spirit of this idea and helping kids see outside themselves.  For those who haven’t 
had a child in 8th grade yet, we do have a service oriented program for 8th graders at 
MC called Y.E.S. to go out and do service in the community with many options for 
opportunities.  This can be life changing for kids that find their passion.  Concerns with 
having an appreciation lunch for just 8th grade teachers.  Andrea - So many kids 
wanted to do snack shack stuff but Honor Society selection was more limiting.  Can 
students help with the appreciation lunches?  Kristy would be happy to work with a 
small committee to discuss that option.  Maybe we can think about this for volunteer 
appreciation for the parents?  Mary to Andrea - please let us know about how the CYO 
dinner goes and we’ll go from there.  When we push opportunities out to kids, lots of 
kids like to give back and be helpful.  Would be great to have more opportunities to do 
that here at school.   
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At Vallecito, Tezza put a Facebook page together for the parents.  Could MC put that in 
place?  It’s been a great way to get volunteers at VAL.  Parents who work would like 
more evening opportunities to help out. Nice way to have communication.  Have 190 
people signed up on Facebook at VAL.  Tezza coordinates it for VAL.  We would need 
someone to take that on here at MC.  Dena - Elementary school vibe is different vibe 
from middle school.  That’s why Andrea thinks we do need it at MC - to keep people 
more in the loop and bring people together.  Kristy - can always examine our 
communication structures and see if there are more ways to communicate.  If we feel 
like a more casual channel like a Facebook page would be helpful, maybe we can get a 
parent to drive that.  It’s a mechanism that a lot of parent clubs utilize, so let’s explore it. 

XI. Announcements - Open the Floor. 
◦ None 

XII. Next Meeting - Friday, April 5th @ 8:15am 

XIII.Topics for Future Meetings - none listed. 

XIV.Motion to Adjourn -  motioned to adjourn and seconded at 9:25am. 
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